
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



She Decoi^ato^ and Fu^nishe^. 



THE DECORATION OF FLATS. 




MODERN FLAT FURNISHING. LOOKING INTO PARLOR FROM DINING-ROOM. 

SMALL families have found apartment houses, or flats, 
more convenient and preferable in many ways of recent 
years. This has been brought about in a measure by 
the large private houses that have been built, the value of real 
estate upon Manhattan Island, increased by the fact that 
necessarily upon the island proper the space is limited or cir- 
cumscribed, has put it out of the question for owners to build 
small houses, they would not realize sufficient to repay for the 
investment in real property and construction. It has come 
about, then, that families of limited numbers have found 
flats the most economical and the more suitable for their 
Occupancy. 

The two views shown here are taken from the parlor and 
dining-room .of an ordinary uptown flat, in one of the best 
known and almost the first apartment house that was put up 
in this city. They give many ideas for the artistic arrange- 
ment of such rooms and show how a plain place may, with . 
the aid of good taste and judgment, be made attractive and 
pleasant. 

The walls of the parlor are in a rich cream shade, with 
a flower scroll border or frieze, as shown in the illustration ; 
. the ceiling is tinted, has a small stencil border just above the 
cove and a decorated centre piece from which drops the 
chandelier, the usual monstrous centre rosette generally dis- 
playing all the ugliness that plaster is capable of, but in this 
instance ornamented and improved by the skill of the ten- 
ants, the spot looks very well and is made quite decorative 
withal. 

A grand piano, the remnant of a larger room and sug- 
gestive of more capacious though certainly not more comfort- 
able accommodations, occupies a goodly share of one side the 
parlor, with a sofa, neatly covered in a striped cretonne, fit- 
ting nicely into the slope of the piano. A hardwood floor, 
highly polished, covered in part with a rug and a large goat- 
skin mat, makes that part of the furnishing very simple and 
effective. There is much cleanliness and coolness in a hard- 
wood floor, it looks cool and neat always, it shows when 
properly cared for, the excellent effect of good housekeeping. 
It is a monitor upon care that possibly all housekeepers do 
not wish to have set over them. 

A bookcase or set of shelves in the corner in front of the 
piano, made to fit the niche in which it is placed, and at a 
very low figure, contains a goodly collection of volumes. 
These book shelves, to one who really reads his books, are 
far preferable to the ponderous and stately affairs with glass 
doors and carved top and edges. These shelves are open, 
there is no necessity for a clearing away of chairs and furni- 
ture before them in order to swing back some door to get at 
the books, and they are protected from the dust by light 



curtains hung before them, suspended from a brass rod extend- 
ing along the face of the upper shelf. 

A scarf thrown with no effort at arrangement over a large 
painting above the piano, and caught up by a peacock feather; 
is a small item, but one that adds very considerably to the 
effect, as is also the large palm leaf thrust in behind the portrait 
over the mantel. The globes upon the chandelier are of colored 
twisted glass, two of them being concealed with silken covers, 
old gold in color, and having lace trimming about the lower 
edge. 

Looking toward the dining-room there is a folding door re- 
placed by portieres hung from a brass rod ; suspended in this 
opening is a Japanese lantern, likewise of brass, while over the 
door leading to the hall is a transom of Japanese lattice, partly 
hidden by an immense palm leaf, decorative in the extreme. 

In the dining-room, as seen through the open door, the 
wall is papered with an Indian red cartridge paper, forming an 
excellent background for pictures and a pleasant tone for a 
dining-room. A table naturally occupies the centre of the room, 
beyond it a book-case similar to those in the parlor, arid at the 
end of the book-case a large sideboard, not shown in the illus- 
tration. A mantel is opposite the table, a corner being seen, 
and between the mantel and the front windows is a lounge. 
The floor is also hard wood, with a rug beneath the table. 

The flat is admirably planned for a medium good sized 
family, has fairly large rooms, and all the advantages of the 
modern improvements. The windows of the parlor and dining- 
room look out upon the street ; opening from the dining-room 
through a butler's pantry is the kitchen. The entrance door 
from the outside lets one into a hall, terminating at the parlor, 
where the ^lattice transom is shown. This hall extends the 
depth of the apartment ; opening upon it are the kitchen, 
bath-room, a store room, four bedrooms and two or three 
closets. The flooring of the entire flat is in hard wood, making 
it convenient thus at any time to dispense with carpets. At the 
windows of the parlor and dining-room a slender brass rod is 
attached midway across the lower sash, and an old gold Cheney 
silk curtain hung from it, concealing thus the inmates of the 
rooms from passers by. From the window casings there are. 
long delicate curtains of Indian or Japanese goods, embroidered 
in yellow floss across the bottom, a material that is not expen- 
sive but is very neat in appearance. The portieres between the 
two rooms are blue in color, of turcoman, and quite heavy. 



A piano COVBB of rubber, flocked upon one side, may be 
re-flocked and still remain pliable, by coating the surface with a 
glue made by dissolving pure rubber in benzine, and while wet 
applying the flock. 




LOOKING OUT FROM PARLOR TOWARD DINING-ROOM. 



